
New Trends in Perennial Varieties 

and how we can use them

Nancy Nedveck

Perennials: Long lasting but ever changing

● Learn to adapt

● Need to be aware of the whole ecosystem

● Theme gardens

– Pollinators

– Hummingbirds

– Cutflowers

– Fragrance

– Native

– All of the above

New Varieties

● Changes on a theme

– New colors

– Longer bloom

– Disease resistance

– More compact

– Foliage interest

– Increased hardiness

Maintenance

● High or Low

● Green mulch

● Small space gardening

Salvia nemorosa

 22 inches

May-Aug

Large blooms

Darwin perennials

Lyrical silvertoneLyrical White



Pycnanthemum muticum

Mountain mint

Pollinator

Native wet site

30”

Jy-Aug

Asclepias incarnata

Swamp milkweed

4’ native

Jy-Ag monarchs

favorite

Rudbeckia maxima

36-40”

Jy-Ag

Asclepias tuberosa

Butterfly weed

36”

Jy-Ag

Drought tolerant

Monarchs favorite

Native

Geum triflorum

Prairie smoke

12”native

My-Ju

Early food source

Penstemon hybrid

Rock Candy Ruby

Bearded tongue

12-24”

Ju-Jy

Hummingbird

attractor

Darwin perennials

The price is white

Tananger

Double scoop bubblegum

Frankly scarlet
Walters  gardens

Butterfly attractor if 

single

Cut flower

Drought tolerant

Echinacea

Purple coneflower

20-30”

Jy-Sp



Sunny Days RubySunny Days Lemon

Terra Nova

Echinacea

  

18-22”

Jy-Sp

Long lasting

blooms

Compact 

Multiple crown

Prima SaffronMoab Sunset

Echinacea

12-20”

Jy-Sp

Compact

Hot colors

Terra nova

Giddy Pink
Wicked Dark Shadows

Terra nova

Echinacea

16-20”

Jy-Sp

compact

Yucca Pole Vaulter

20-22”

Scape 9 feet

Drought tolerant

Walters Gardens

6+ft tall

Syneilesis aconitifolia

Shredded umbrella

leaf

18-24”

Jn

Curious plant

Walters Gardens

Sedum Spellbound

18-20”

Sp-Oct

Bronze foliage

Bees love sedums

Walters Gardens



Pulmonaria Spot On

Lungwort

18-20”

My

Spotted foliage

Prefer shade

Early food source

Walters Gardens

Polemonium Heaven Scent

Jacob’s Ladder

18-24”

MyJn

Fragrant

Pollinator

Walters Gardens 

Glamour GirlBaby Doll

Phlox paniculata

12-16” or 32”

Jn-Sp

Disease 

resistance

Compact 

Walters gardens

Phlox subulata

4-6”

My-Jn

Some rebloom

Early food

North Hills

Violet

Pinwheels

Eye

Shadow

Perovskia a. Sage Advice

Russian sage

32-36”

Jy-Sp

Dark lavender bloom

Upright

Walters gardens

Origanum Drops of Jupiter

oregano

24”

Ag-Sp

Yellow foliage accent dark bloom



Buddleia

Butterfly bush

5’

Jy-Sp

Long panicles

Lite pink

Great butterfly

Attracter

Leave canes over

winter

Lilac Cascade

Monarch Pink

Princess

Hibiscus

3.5-4.5’

Jy-Sp

Heavy bloom

Compact

Leave canes

overwinter

French Vanilla

Blackberry

Merlot

Spinderella

Raspberry

Eclipse

Primal Scream

Siloam

Peony 

Display

Hemerocallis

Daylily

11-32”

Jy-Ag

Lots of colors

Ruffles 

Picotee

Sharksteeth

Doubles 

spiders
Electric Neon Coral

Sugar Buzz

Berry Taffy
Monarda

12-40”

Jy-Ag

Disease resistant

Good container

Bees and hummer

magnet

Walters Gardens

Leucanthemum

12”

Jn-Ag

Double

Heavy long blooming

Ice cream dreamWalters Gardens
Yarai ‘Night Thunder’

Iris pseudata

25-30”

Jn

Interesting color

Cross ensata &

Pseudoacorus

sterile



Starship Blue

Starship Bronze Leaf

Lobelia

2-3’

Jy-Ag

Pollinator

Purple color

Bronze foliage

Walters Gardens

Spartacus

Atlantis

Sister Act

Hosta

4”-4’

Jy-Ag

Broad range

Of heights

& colors for

shade

Pink Crush

Purple Crush
Aster nova angliae

20-30”

Ag-Sp

Compact 

Strong color

Late food source

Clematis Raindance

42”

Jn- Jy

Outward facing 

Nonvining 

Support needed

Containers 

Toffee Tart

Little Cuties Shimmer

Heuchera

10-24”

Jy-Ag

Foliage color 

Long bloom

Containers 

Hummingbirds

Northern Exposure

 Sienna

Black Forest Cake

Indigo Frost

Heucherella 

Peach Tea

Terra nova

Heuchera



Plum Rosy

Blue Bubbly

Baptisia

3-4.5’

My-Jn

Blue white yellow

Pink dark purple

Sturdy bush

Pollinator natives

Paint the Town Red

Paint the Town Fancy

Dianthus

6-8”

Jn-Ag

Early to bloom

rebloom

Drought tolerant

Walters

gardens

Pretty in Pink

Sandy Claws

Epimedium 

12-16”

Ap-My

White pink yellow

Foliage interest

Dry shade

Garnet Frills

Plum
Pink

Helleborus

Ap-My

Mix & doubles

Evergreen

shade

Terra Nova

Mother of the bride Shotgun wedding

Walters gardens

Helleborus

18-24”

My-Jn

Doubles

Shade

Tolerant

Evergreen

Early food source

Agastache aurantica

“Tango”

Hummingbird mint

 24-36”

Jn-Ag

Mix colors

Native

Hummers



Geum 

Tempo Rose

My-Jy

Rose

Rebloom 

Compact

Bee attractor

Terra nova

Aquilegia 

Kirigami mix

12”

Mix colors 

Upward facing bloom

Early food source

Lathryus vernus

Spring vetchling

12-18”

Purple or pink

Ap-Jn

Early food

Darmera peltatum (peltiphyllum)

Umbrella plant

24-28”

Ap-My

Pink before the foliage emerges

Early food

Moist shade

Anemonella thalictroides

Rue Anemone

10”

Ap-My

White native

woodland

Fritillaria

michailovskyi

4-6”

My

Rock garden 

Sand gravel

Early food



Spring bulbs

Primula, Crocus, Snowdrops

Linum perenne

12”

Jn-Ag

Blue

Foliage interest

Drought tolerant

As a green cover

Vinca Stolen Sunshine

4”

My

Blue

Evergreen shade

As a green cover

Asarum 

canadense

4”

Ap

Native

Woodland

As a green cover

Pachysandra 

terminalis

10”

Jn 

White

Evergreen

Woodland

As a green cover

Lamiastrum 

galeobdolon

4-6”

My-Jn

Yellow

Vining

Vigorous sun to

shade

As a green cover



Container growing

Outside

Used for edible annuals 

or perennials

Container Growing Inside

Bring the outdoors in

Garden in the winter
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